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China-Iceland, China-Egypt Pilot Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH) Pilot

Program Extended

To continuously provide applicants with efficient and convenient PPH services, the China National
Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) has reached agreements with the Icelandic Intellectual
Property Office (ISIPO) and the Egyptian Patent Office to extend the PPH pilot programs for another five
years, both starting from July 1, 2024, and ending on June 30, 2029. Specially, the address of the ISIPO
headquarters has been updated in the China-Iceland PPH Guidelines, while the rest of the content remains
unchanged and will continue to apply to the China-Iceland PPH pilot program. The requirements and
procedures of the China-Egypt PPH pilot program will continue to follow the established China-Egypt PPH
Guidelines.

The extension of these two PPH pilot programs will accelerate the patent examination process for
innovative entities, thereby better serving technological innovation and economic development. It will also
further promote exchanges and cooperation in the field of intellectual property between China and Iceland,

as well as China and Egypt.
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Hong Kong Implemented the “Patent Box” Tax Incentive

To encourage the industrial and R&D sectors, creative industries and IP users to engage in more IP
trading activities, the Government of Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of China has implemented
the “patent box” tax incentive. The tax rate for assessable profits from eligible IP income derived from
eligible IPs (i.e. patents, plant variety rights and copyright subsisting in software) has been reduced from
16.5% to 5%.

The relevant regulation of the Inland Revenue (Amendment) (Tax Concessions for Intellectual Property
Income) Ordinance 2024 was gazetted on 5 July, coming into operation from the same day.

The Amendment Ordinance mainly covers the following five key areas:

a) eligible IPs covered are patents, copyrighted software and new plant variety rights;

b) eligible IPs can be registered in different places around the world and their related profits sourced
in Hong Kong can benefit from the "patent box" tax incentive;

¢) the concessionary tax rate is set at 5 per cent, which is substantially lower than the existing normal

profits tax rate in Hong Kong (i.e. 16.5 per cent);



d) eligible IPs must be developed by taxpayers themselves. If the R&D process involves acquisition
of other IPs, or outsourcing part of the R&D activities, the amount of profits eligible for the concessionary
tax rate may be reduced proportionally; and

e) enterprises need to obtain local registration for their inventions or new plant varieties in order to
enjoy the "patent box" tax incentive. This requirement will only start to implement two years after the "patent

box" tax incentive comes into operation.
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Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines Provides Fees Incentive for

Invention Patent

To build an effective intellectual and industrial property system for the development of domestic and
creative activity, facilitating transfer of technology, attracting foreign investments, and ensuring market
access for products, Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) establishes the Patent
Protection Incentive for ITSOs program, to be known as “ITSO NICE IP”, under the herein prescribed terms
and conditions.

Section 1. Objectives
The ITSO NICE IP aims to:
1. Increase the quality of research outputs of ITSOs;
2. Encourage and stimulate ITSOs to file invention patent applications; and
3. Increase the quality of ITSO patent applications and mitigate the practice of filing an
invention converted into a utility model.
Section 2. Waiver of Fees
1. The ITSO NICE IP shall waive the following fees:
a) Request for Substantive Examination (RSE) Fee provided that the Search Report
released on the 18th-month publication will reveal that the invention is novel and inventive (No X
and Y document) *;
b) Second Publication Fee; and
c) Issuance Fee.

* The RSE shall only be waived if the invention is initially evaluated as novel and inventive during

the establishment of the Search Report on the 18th-month publication. Otherwise. the RSE shall be paid

fully by the ITSO applicant within six (6) months from the date of publication. In addition. the ITSO




NICE applications are without prioritization _and without prejudice to the result of the substantive

examination. Note that only the RSE fees may be waived but applicants must still submit a RSE.

Scenario 1: With no X and Y Document during the establishment of Search Report on the 18th-month

publication.
Formality Examination Substantive Examination
Stage Stage
( ) A
[ )
Filing Date 18 24
! 48+
y If no X and Y during the Grant of Patent
establishment of Search QR
Rp—— Report on the 18th month FREE Z:IPubhcnh:n fee
Gibstantive publication, Applicant will e e

Examination, Sec. 48

1st Publication,
Sec. 44

Request for the Waiver of
fees (2" publication fee
and issuance fee),
whichever is applicable,
and will submit
requirements for
assessment

Scenario 2: With X and Y documents during the Substantive Examination Stage but the applicant was

able to successfully overcome the X and Y documents making the application novel and inventive:

Formality Examination

Substantive Examination

Stage Stage
f ) ( A \
Filing Date 18 24 !
|
|
; 48+
p— - i
' X and Y documents in the Grant of Patent
Request for substantive examination FREE 2™ Publication fee
Substantive were successfully and lssuance Fes

Examination, Sec. 48
Will pay RSE fee
since with
X and Y document

traversed, Applicant will
Request for the waiver of
the 2" publication fee and
Issuance fee whichever is
still applicable and will

submit requirements for
assessment

1st Publication,
Sec. 44

2. All other fees shall be paid for by the Applicant.

3. Abeneficiary of the ITSO NICE IP cannot avail of any other program of the Bureau of Patents

(BOP) such as the YIPI, Scitech, or Juana Invent Programs.
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Section 3. Eligibility Criteria
ITSOs with:

1. existing MOA with [IPOPHL;

2. patent applications filed in 2024 showing favorable examiner's action on novelty and
inventiveness criteria during the establishment of the Search Report; and

3. patent applications filed in 2022 and 2023 with favorable substantive

4. examination report in 2024 can avail of the incentive package.

Section 4. General Conditions

1. Eligible ITSOs need to submit a written request to their respective ITSO Account Manager,
which will then be forwarded to the ITSO Administration Team.

2. The ITSO Administration Team shall then assess the eligibility of ITSO applications based
on the eligibility criteria. Qualified applicants will be issued a Recommendation Form from
the ITSO Administration Team.

3. Eligible ITSOs can apply for the incentive package within the specified prosecution timelines:
a. Following the 18th-month publication, provided that the Search Report shows the

novelty and inventiveness of the ITSO invention.
b.  During the substantive examination stage, after successfully overcoming the novelty and
inventive findings.

4. Eligible ITSOs shall submit the following documents to the BOP through the e-Doc system:
a.  Request for the Waiver of Fees (Annex A);

b. Recommendation from ITSO Administration Team (Annex B);
Cc. Endorsement by Documentation, Information, and Technology Transfer Bureau (DITTB)
to BOP.

5. BOP shall be in charge of the tagging for qualified patent applications which is apparent in

the IPAS workflow of the Examiner-in-Charge.
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Applicant Fills up Request Form for Recommendation.
Applicant submits application to the ITSO Manager.
_J
ITSO Manager forwards the application to the ITSO Admin team \
within 5 working days.
* |ITSO Admin team reviews the application and submits
recommendation within 3 working days and send the
: recommendation to the ITSO manager who will in turn send the
recommendation to the applicant. )
=)
* The applicant will submit the recommendation from the ITSO Admin
Team along with the waiver of fees request form thru the eDoc
system to avail of the fees and forwards the online filing
acknowledgement to the ITSO Manager.
J

Section 5. Effectivity Period

The ITSO NICE IP shall run from 15 April 2024 to 30April 2025 or until 100 patent applications

have qualified for the incentive package, whichever comes later. However, it may be extended after

review and assessment.

Section 6. Project Monitoring

1.

The DITTB through the ITSO Administration Team shall coordinate with the ITSO Account
Managers for the implementation and monitoring of the project and shall submit a quarterly
report of all applications filed under the ITSO NICE IP to the Office of the Director General.
The DITTB shall assist the beneficiaries of the ITSO NICE IP with their patent applications,
and monitor the status of their applications. The DITTB shall, likewise, provide pertinent
advice and information related to technology transfer, commercialization, and
management/maintenance of the beneficiaries' intellectual property assets covered by the

application.
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EU Sanctions Package Against Russia Imposes Restrictions on the Filing of

Industrial Property Rights

The 14th EU sanctions package against Russia, adopted on June 24, 2024, and coming into force the
following day, imposes restrictions on the filing of industrial property rights and during ongoing registration
procedures.

According to Article 5s of Regulation No. 833/2014, as last amended by Council Regulation (EU)
2024/1745 of June 24, 2024, Intellectual property offices and other competent institutions constituted under
the law of a Member State or the Union are prohibited from accepting new applications for the registration
of trademarks, patents, industrial designs, designs, protected designations of origin, and geographical
indications submitted by the following persons:

® Russian citizens,
® Natural persons residing in Russia,
® [ egal entities, organizations, or institutions located in Russia.

This also applies if these applications are filed jointly with non-Russian natural or legal persons

13



residing or established outside of Russia.

Applications submitted by Russian nationals or natural persons residing in Russia, as well as by legal
entities, organizations, or establishments located in Russia, submitted during ongoing registration procedures
related to the aforementioned intellectual property rights, will also not be accepted.

Applications submitted after the grant of an intellectual property right are not affected by the
sanctions.

The sanctions do not apply to citizens of the European Union, the European Economic Area, or
Switzerland, or to natural persons who are authorized to reside in any of these countries on a temporary or

permanent basis.
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Russian Government Approved the Initiative of Extending Patent Priority

Period

The Government of the Russian Federation has approved amendments to the Civil Code drafted by the
Ministry of Economic Development of the Federation, which involve the extension of the priority period for
patent applications.

The priority period for patent applications is a grace period established to maintain the novelty of
disclosed inventions. Currently, in the case of disclosing the essential content of an invention, Russian
applicants have only six months to apply for registration with Rospatent using the priority right (also known
as the novelty privilege). However, it has proven that this period is too short for many inventors, especially
when facing complex documentation procedures. Domestic researchers often first publish scientific articles
about their technical solutions and then rush to file invention applications within six months, often without
sufficient time to prepare the necessary documents. Moreover, when the novelty of a technical solution (one
of the conditions for patentability) is challenged, Russian patentees are at a disadvantage compared to foreign
citizens who enjoy a 12-month grace period.

To address this issue, the Ministry of Economic Development of Russia has drafted amendments to the

Civil Code, extending the patent priority period from six months to 12 months. This provides Russian
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applicants with favorable conditions to protect their rights within the allowed scope, enabling Russian
inventors to confidently conduct research and publish their work without fear of losing patent rights. This
bill will also mark an important step in the development of Russia's innovation system and enhance the

competitiveness of domestic intellectual property on the international stage.
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Changes on PCT Fees Concerning Brazil and Japan, Effective from 1

September 2024

® Brazil

In accordance with PCT Rule 16.1(d), new equivalent amounts of the search fee in Swiss francs (CHF)
have been established for an international search carried out by the National Institute of Industrial Property
(Brazil). These amounts, applicable from 1 September 2024, are CHF 272 for international applications filed
online and CHF 407for international applications filed on paper.
® Japan

New equivalent amounts in Japanese yen (JPY) have been established for the international filing fee

and the fee per sheet in excess of 30 (pursuant to PCT Rule 15.2(d)), for reductions under item 4 of the PCT
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Schedule of Fees, as well as for the handling fee (pursuant to PCT Rule 57.2(d)). These new amounts,
applicable from 1 September 2024, are as follows:
International filing fee: JPY 237,500
Fee per sheet in excess of 30: JPY 2,700
Reduction (under PCT Schedule of Fees, item 4):
Electronic filing (the request, description, claims
and abstract being in character coded format): JPY 53,600
Handling fee: JPY 35,700
Furthermore, pursuant to PCT Rule 16.1(d), new equivalent amounts of the search fee in Swiss francs
(CHF) have been established for an international search carried out by the Japan Patent Office (JPO). These
amounts, also applicable from 1 September 2024, are CHF 801 for international applications filed in
Japanese or for which a translation into Japanese has been furnished under PCT Rule 12.31 and CHF 946for
international applications filed in English or for which a translation into English has been furnished under

PCT Rule 12.3.
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Paraguay DINAPI Adopts the Fourteenth Edition of the Locarno

Classification for Industrial Designs

By Resolution 317/2024 of June 18, 2024, the Paraguay National Directorate of Intellectual Property
(DINAPI) adopts the “Fourteenth Edition of the Locarno Classification for Industrial Designs”, administered
by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). Said resolution establishes that the international
classifier will enter into force as from July 22 of the current year.

This new edition represents an advance, not only because of the inclusion of a new class, but also
because new products are added in most of the classes, in response to the advances in technology and
innovation in industrial matters.

Among the main novelties in this version, electronic cigarettes and other electronic smoking articles
are included in class 27, subclass 07, and the new class 32 covers “graphic symbols and logos, surface
patterns, ornamentation, interior and exterior arrangement”.

The Locarno Classification for Industrial Designs offers significant advantages because it establishes a

unified system for industrial design applications in all countries that are part of the Locarno Agreement,
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which considerably simplifies the process since all participating states use the same criteria and
terminologies, facilitating the comparison and search of existing designs, to verify the novelty and inventive
step of new applications.

This new edition is adopted within the framework of the implementation of the strategic commitments
and the improvement of the services provided by the Directorate General of Industrial Property.

The fourteenth edition of the Locarno Classification for Industrial Designs” is published in the digital

page of DINAPI.
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Saint Kitts and Nevis is Going to Be the 80th Contracting Party of Hague

Agreement

On July 8, 2024, the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis deposited with the Director General of the
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) its instrument of accession to the Geneva Act of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Industrial Designs (“1999 Act”).

The instrument of accession was accompanied by the following declarations under the 1999 Act and
the Common Regulations Under the 1999 Act and the 1960 Act of the Hague Agreement (“Common
Regulations™):

® the declaration referred to in Article 4(1)(b) of the 1999 Act, whereby international
applications may not be filed through its Office;

® the declaration as required under Article 17(3)(c) of the 1999 Act, specifying that the
maximum duration of protection provided for by the law of Saint Kitts and Nevis in respect of industrial
designs is 25 years; and

® the declaration referred to in Rule 12(1)(c)(i) of the Common Regulations, specifying that
level two of the standard designation fee applies.

In accordance with Article 28(3)(b) of the 1999 Act, the 1999 Act and the declarations made will enter
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into force with respect to Saint Kitts and Nevis on October 8, 2024.
The accession of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the 1999 Act brings the number of Contracting Parties to this
Act to 74 and the total number of Contracting Parties to the Hague Agreement to 80. A list of the Contracting

Parties to the Hague Agreement is available on the WIPO website.
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Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines (IPOPHL) Issued

Amendments to Trademark Regulations of 2023, Taking Effect on 25 July

2024

On 3 July 2024, IPOPHL issued the announcement that to best serve public interest and to streamline

work processes in view of the thrust to automate business-related transactions, there is a need to further

amend the Trademark Regulations of 2023 to facilitate and expedite the relevant practices pertaining to the

renewal of trademark registrations.

The Trademark Regulations of 2023 is amended, as follows:

SECTION 1. Rule 1200 is amended as follows:

RULE 1200. Request for Renewal. -A registration may be renewed for periods of ten (10) years at

its expiration upon filing of a request and payment of the prescribed renewal fee including the

issuance and publication fees for the Renewal of Registration. The request shall contain the

following indications and/or supporting documents:

a)
b)

c)

d)
e)

9)

An indication that renewal is sought;

The name, address and other contact details of the registrant or successor-in-interest, hereafter
referred to as the “right holder”;

The registration number;

The filing date of the application which resulted in the registration to be renewed;

Where the right holder has an authorized representative or agent, the name and address of
that representative or agent;

The recorded goods or services for which the renewal is requested, grouped according to the
classes of the latest version of the Nice Classification; and

A signature by the right holder or the right holder's authorized representative or agent.

In case of material variations of the mark, a new application must be filed.
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SECTION 2. Rule 1206 is amended as follows:

RULE 1206. Certificate of Renewal of Registration. - The Office shall issue a certificate of renewal

upon payment-of-therequired-feefor-the-issuanee-thereef approval of the renewal request. The

issuance of the certificate of renewal shall be published in the IPOPHL eGazette and shall be

entered in the records of this Office.

The certificate of renewal of registration shall contain the following:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

The registration number;

The nature of the mark;

The mark subject of the renewal;

The date of original registration and renewal registration;

The duration of the renewal registration;

All the data required to be contained in a certificate of registration provided in these
Regulations including any limitation contained in the order of the Director approving the

renewal of the registration.

SECTION 3. Repealing Clause. - All rules and regulations, orders, circulars, and memoranda or parts thereof

that are inconsistent with these Regulations are hereby repealed or modified accordingly.

SECTION 4. Separability Clause. If any provision in these Regulations or application of such provision to

any circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of these Regulations shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 5. Effectivity. - These Regulations shall take effect on 25 July 2024, after publication in a

newspaper of general circulation and posting on the IPOPHL website.
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Madrid Protocol Concerning the International Registration of Marks

Change in the Amounts of the Individual Fee: Tiirkiye
1. The Government of Tiirkiye has notified to the Director General of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) a declaration modifying the amounts of the individual fee payable with respect to
Tiirkiye under Article 8(7) of the Madrid Protocol.
2. As from July 26, 2024, the amounts of the individual fee payable in respect of Tiirkiye will be the

following:6, 2024, the amounts of the individual fee payable in respect of Tiirkiye will be the following:

Amounts

(in Swiss francs)

until July 25, as from July 26,

2024 2024

Application or — for the first class of goods or services 76 160
Subsequent — for the second class of goods or services 21 46
Designation — for each additional class 24 51
— independent of the number of classes 69 141

Renewal
Where payment is received within the
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period of grace:

— independent of the number of classes 128 248

3. These new amounts will be payable where Tiirkiye

(a) is designated in an international application which is received by the Office of origin on or after
July 26, 2024; or

(b) is the subject of a subsequent designation which is received by the Office of the Contracting Party
of the holder or is filed directly with the International Bureau of WIPO on or after that date; or

(c) has been designated in an international registration which is renewed on or after that date.
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China-Based Inventors Filing Most GenAl Patents, WIPO Data Shows

China-based inventors are filing the highest number of generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) patents,
far outpacing inventors in the US, Republic of Korea, Japan and India that comprise the rest of the top five
locations, a new WIPO report shows.

The “WIPO Patent Landscape Report on Generative AI” documents 54,000 GenAl inventions in the
decade through 2023, with more than 25% of them emerging in the last year alone.

GenAl allows users to create content including text, images, music and computer code, powering a
range of industrial and consumer products including chatbots such as ChatGPT, Google Gemini or Baidu’s
ERNIE.

Between 2014-2023, more than 38,000 GenAl inventions have come out of China, six times more than
second-place US. India, which is the fifth-biggest location for GenAl invention, saw the highest average
annual growth rate among the top five leaders, at 56%. GenAl is already spreading across industries
including the life sciences, manufacturing, transportation, security and telecommunications, the report shows.

“GenAl has emerged as a game-changing technology with the potential to transform the way we work,

live and play. Through analyzing patenting trends and data, WIPO hopes to give everyone a better
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understanding of where this fast-evolving technology is being developed, and where it is headed. This can
help policymakers shape the development of GenAl for our common benefit and to ensure that we continue
to put the human being at the center of our innovation and creative ecosystems. We are confident that the
report will empower innovators, researchers, and others to navigate the rapidly evolving generative Al

landscape and its impact on the world,” said WIPO Director General Daren Tang.

Key findings:

® 54,000 GenAl-related inventions (patent families?) were filed and more than 75,000 scientific
publications published between 2014 and 2023.

® The growth is rapid, with the number of GenAl patents increasing eightfold since the 2017
introduction of the deep neural network architecture behind the Large Language Models that have
become synonymous with GenAl

® [n 2023 alone over 25% of all GenAl patents globally were published, and over 45% of all
GenAl scientific papers were published.

®  GenAl patents still currently only represent 6% of all Al patents globally.

® The top 10 GenAl patent applicants are: Tencent (2,074 inventions), Ping An Insurance (1,564
inventions), Baidu (1,234 inventions), Chinese Academy of Sciences (607), IBM (601), Alibaba Group
(571), Samsung Electronics (468), Alphabet (443), ByteDance (418), Microsoft (377).

® The top five inventor locations are China (38,210 inventions), US (6,276 inventions),
Republic of Korea (4,155 inventions), Japan (3,409) and India (1,350)

® Image and video data dominate GenAl patents (17,996 inventions), followed by text (13,494
inventions) and speech/music (13,480 inventions). GenAl patents using molecule, gene and protein-
based data are growing rapidly (1,494 inventions since 2014) with 78% average annual growth over the
past five years.

® GenAl patents span across a diverse range of sectors, including in life sciences (5,346

2 The analysis counts simple patent families as a proxy for individual inventions. A simple patent family is a set of
patents filed in various countries or jurisdictions that is related to a single invention, and the technical content in this set of
patents the same. The first publication by a member of a patent family counts as the publication year. This report on GenAl

complements the groundbreaking 2019 WIPO Technology Trends publication on Artificial Intelligence.
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inventions), document management and publishing (4,976 inventions) and over 2,000 inventions in
each of business solutions, industry and manufacturing, transportation, security, and
telecommunications.

® In the future, GenAl can help design new molecules, expediting drug development. It can
automate tasks in document management and publishing, be increasingly used in retail assistance
systems and customer service chatbots and enable new product design and optimization, including in

public transportation systems and autonomous driving.
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